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Students present
their research
during second
full REACH Week

Déjà vu

TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU men‛s basketball team celebrates with Ray Harper after their win against FIU on March 11, 2013.
JAKE POPE/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD
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Students doing research at WKU will
have a chance to share it with the rest of
the university this week.
Research Experiences and Creative
Heights, or REACH, Week is from March
18-23. Throughout the week, the different WKU colleges will put up showcases,
and the week will end with an all-day research conference on Saturday.
Gordon Baylis, vice president for research, said this is only the second year
for the full REACH Week. However, this
is the 43rd year for the day-long research
conference.
Last year, Baylis said he and Gordon
Emslie, provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs, decided research
needed a bigger celebration, and the
week-long model was successful.
“Students are doing so many cool
things it’s hard not to be successful,” he
said.
There will be a lecture delivered by the
keynote speaker, Sarah Vowell, in Van
Meter Auditorium on Wednesday at 7
p.m.
“Who is very fun, by the way,” Baylis
said. “I’ve been listening to one of her
books on tape actually read by her, and
she’s actually terrifically interesting.”
Vowell’s area of research is history, and
Baylis said he didn’t want people to think
a historian would be dry.
“She has a very quirky and quite funny
take on history,” he said.
Lynn Minton, manager of marketing
and business development in the Office
SEE REACH PAGE 2

School of Nursing relocating to The Medical Center in the fall
JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Next semester, nursing classes will no longer be offered on
WKU’s main campus but will
instead take place in a new
building adjacent to The Medical Center on Park Street.
Bryan Russell, director of
Planning, Design and Construction, said the new building, officially called The
Medical Center-WKU Health
Sciences Complex, will house
the school’s revamped nursing
program.
“It’s a shared-use building,
and WKU’s going to occupy
approximately 80 percent of
the building,” Russell said.
Russell said The Medical
Center is paying for the new
complex and WKU will be
leasing it.
Mary P. Bennett, director of
the School of Nursing, said the
move is necessary to accommodate the nursing program’s
upcoming expansions.
“The nursing program is
doubling in size, which is why
we need more space,” Bennett
said. “There’s not room for the
expanded programs and the

new programs on Main Campus.”
“Without the new building,
we did not have adequate facilities even for our current
classes because they were so
antiquated and small, and
we’ve totally outgrown them.”
Bennett said while nursing
classes currently held in the
Academic Complex and Tate
Page Hall will be moving, the
associate degree nursing program will stay on South Campus.
Melinda Joyce, The Medical
Center’s vice president of corporate support services, said
the building will also house facilities The Medical Center will
use to train new staff members.
“Even after graduation, the
need for education of our staff
is always increasing,” Joyce
said. “So, we will need to make
sure that we’ve got a good
place; that we are able to continue the high-quality education that we provide our staff.”
During the process of constructing the new facility, Russell said he served as project
manager, collaborating with

WKUHERALD.com

prompted the need for a new building. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

architect Paul W. Edwards
from the Louisville firm Stengel Hill Architecture.
“They’re on schedule and
under budget, and we’re going
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REACH

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
of Research, serves on the student research council, which
helped plan the event. She also
said Vowell talks about her historical research in a unique way.
“She presents the information
in kind of a different light,” she
said. “She makes it kind of humorous.”
She said Vowell was one of
the options for keynote speaker
that was more well known to
the committee, and whom they

thought students would enjoy.
Conference Speaker Paul Simmons will be speaking to close
out the Saturday’s research conference.
The conference, which will be
in Gary Ransdell Hall, will start
with registration and information tables at 7:30 a.m. and Simmons will speak at 4:30 p.m.
To participate in the research
conference, students had to
submit a synopsis of their research and have a faculty mentor to back them. Minton said
there are more than 300 students participating.
“There’s very few that submit

a synopsis that…aren’t able to
present, just because they walk
through the process with their
faculty advisors,” she said.
She also said REACH Week,
and research in general, is important for students.
“I think that any student that is
wanting to pursue areas in their
field, that they do research and
they learn more about it, so they
get out of college and they’re a
little bit more aware of what’s
going on in that field,” she said.
“It puts them one step over
people that haven’t had that
hands-on experience when
they’re looking for a job.”

REACH WEEK SHOWCASES
TUESDAY

WKU Libraries, Helm Library 100, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Speaker: Bryan Carson, “Responsible Copyright Basics for Authors”

WEDNESDAY

College of Health and Human Services, Academic
Complex, 2nd Floor Main Hallway, 3-5 p.m.

THURSDAY

College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, Gary
Ransdell Hall 1074, 4-6 p.m.
Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science, Florence Schneider Hall, 4th Floor, 7-9 p.m.

FRIDAY

Potter College of Arts and Letters, Internationalization Symposium: Fine Arts Center 189, 8-10:15 a.m.;
FAC 156, 10 a.m.–4 p.m. and FAC 189, 3:30-6 p.m.
Gordon Ford College of Business, Panel Symposium and Discussion for Students, “How to Generate Research Ideas and Move Forward With Research,” Grise Hall 439, 2–4 p.m.

Crime Reports
Arrests
•Police arrested sophomore
Connor Pierce, Minton Hall, for
disregarding a red light and DUI
under the age of 21 on March 18.
•Police arrested Madisonville
senior Maximilian Jones for DUI,
careless and reckless driving on
March 10.
•Police arrested St. Louis freshman Abdulmajeed Al Mushayt for
alcohol intoxication in a public

place on March 9.
•Police arrested freshman Sean
Secor for alcohol intoxication in a
public place on March 9.

Reports

•Police charged Apex, N.C., senior Charles Baker with possession of marijuana on March 15.
•Police cited sophomores
Christian Lewis and Nygel Lipscomb, McCormack Hall, for possession of marijuana on March 8.

NURSING

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of numerous medications, disorders, and emergency situations for The Medical Center’s clinical staff to use.
“They will be able to learn from these scenarios in the
simulation lab before they are actually practicing with patients,” Joyce said.
Russell also said the new building will house a cadaver
lab.
“That’s where students learn muscles, how they’re connected,” he said. “They would typically do dissections and
learn all the parts of the body.”
With the space and technologies the new building provides, Bennett said the School of Nursing can accept more
applicants and better educate its students.
“We’re very excited about the opportunity to meet the
standards that we really need to meet for nursing,” Bennett said.
Louisville senior Abbey Feinn, a nursing major, said she
is excited that WKU is investing more in its nursing program, which she feels has been largely ignored in recent
years.
“It’s a strong program already, but with having our own
building, I think that it’ll give the program a lot more credibility and a lot more resources to train nurses more effectively,” Feinn said.
Jen Gannott, a Louisville senior also majoring in nursing, said she thinks the new building’s proximity to The
Medical Center will be beneficial to the nursing program.
“We’ll be really close with all the people who have the
same classes as us, and our instructors will be close by,”
Gannott said.
Feinn said nursing majors regularly go to The Medical
Center and Greenview Regional Hospital for clinicals.
“Having classes off campus is not really a big deal, because we’re already off campus a lot,” she said.
Joyce said the enlargement of WKU’s nursing program is
important for The Medical Center because many of their
employees are graduates of the School of Nursing.
“Being able to increase the enrollment is something that
is very important for Western, but also very important for
the Medical Center as we look at our workforce,” Joyce said.
“It was a natural fit to have this partnership and this collaboration.”

Corrections
Due to a Herald error, a
quote from the Chastity
Gooch story in last Tuesday’s issue was mistakenly taken from an interview
between Crystal Kelly and
a reporter for the Bowling
Green Daily News. The
Herald regrets the error.
Due to a Herald error,
Kristina Burton was incorrectly identified as the
author of the Khaldoun

Almousily article on page
seven of the March 5 issue. The article was written by Liz Geiman. The
Herald regrets the error
Due to a Herald error,
Andrew Pettijohn was incorrectly identified as Jamarielle Brown on Page 3
of the Body Issue section
from the March 5 issue.
The information should
have regarded Pettijohn's

perception of his body
as a student athlete. The
Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights
Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or
editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044
to report a correction,
or email us at editor@
wkuherald.com.
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WKU schedules events for Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Every two minutes in the U.S. someone is sexually assaulted, according to RAINN.org, the website for the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network. The site also says
one in six women and one in 33 men will be a victim of sexual assault in their lifetime. Sexual Assault Awareness Month (S.A.A.M.) is celebrated nationwide in March
each year. WKU has several events coming up to raise awareness about the issues of sexual and domestic violence.

THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES:
Date: Tuesday, March 19 / Time: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. / Location: Downing University Center 0224
WKU has hosted performances of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina Monologues” more than a dozen times, and and the Women's Studies program sponsors the play. The
Monologues are based off interviews conducted with real women and explore issues surrounding women’s sexuality and social stigma’s about rape and abuse.
WARNING: Mature Content, may not be appropriate for children.

THE CLOTHESLINE PROJECT:
Date: Tuesday, March 19 / Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. / Location: Centennial Mall
The Clothesline Project is a national awareness campaign that provides a visual representation of the violence that occurs in our communities. WKU will participate
in the Clothesline Project with T-shirts to hang at Centennial Mall.

WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES:
Date: Wednesday, March 27 / Time: 10:30 a.m. / Location: Chi Omega House (Ends at Centennial Mall)
The WKU Interfraternity Council is sponsoring this year's Walk a Mile in Her Shoes. Registration for the walk is $25 for each male walking and includes high heels and
T-shirt. Women do not need to register and can come for free to support the men who walk and do not need to register. All money raised will benefit Hope Harbor,
Inc., the non-profit crisis center in Bowling Green that provides counseling and support to survivors of sexual assault. Sign-in will start at 10:30 a.m. on the day of the
walk on the front lawn of the Chi Omega house on Normal Drive. The walk will begin on the sidewalk between Northeast Hall and Normal Drive at 10:45 a.m.

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT: "SHATTER THE SILENCE, STOP THE VIOLENCE"
Date: Thursday, March 28 / Time: 6 p.m. / Location: The Bowling Green Justice Center
Take Back The Night is an event hosted by Hope Harbor, Inc. and is open to the entire city of Bowling Green. You can register as an individual or as a team for the
event. All those who pre-register will receive a T-shirt. Registration forms are available online and should be turned in to Elizabeth Madariaga at the Counseling and
Testing Center in Potter Hall.

STUN AND RUN (WITH MASTER TOM PARDUE EAST/WEST KUNG-FU ACADEMY)
Date: Saturday, March 30 / Time: 1 p.m. / Location: 6045 Scottsville Road
Stun and Run is a self-defense class that prepares attendees to defend themselves in basic and effective ways by the time they leave the class that day.

COMPILED BY ELLA BURNSIDE

SGA passes resolution to oppose Study Abroad fee
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association passed
a resolution at its last
meeting to oppose the
Study Abroad and Global
Learning $150 application fee.
Keyana Boka, executive
vice president of SGA,
said SGA gave their official stance of opposition
because the fee came up
so suddenly.
“As students, of course
we are opposed to additional fees that will limit
opportunities,”
Boka
said.
The $150 application
fee WKU is implementing for all students studying abroad will begin
with the summer 2013
programs.
SGA opposes this
charge because in addition to the other expenses for Study Abroad,

the SGA senate feels the opment grants.
fee could make program
Dodds feels that SGA
costs unreachable for members’
eligibility
many students.
causes a conflict of inThe University Senate terest. He said that of
has also passed a reso- the 125 Study Abroad
lution in opscholarships
position of the
and Scholar
fee, wanting to
Development
delay it until
grants given
the fall 2013
out
during
semester.
the 2012-2013
SGA Presiyear, 11 were
dent
Cory
awarded
to
Dodds
proSGA
memposed another
bers.
resolution in“While this
BOKA
volving Study
may
sound
Executive VP
Abroad,
in
miniscule,
which
SGA
when we are
would have adopted an awarding a very limamendment to its by- ited number of scholarlaws.
ships, this is substantial,”
The
amendment, Dodds said.
which was not passed,
Dodds said SGA memcalled for the revocation bers make many sacriof SGA members’ eligi- fices in order to serve the
bility for SGA-awarded students of WKU, such
Study Abroad scholar- as sacrifices of time and
ships and Scholar Devel- academics.

“It is only natural that
we should take one additional sacrifice to ensure
our integrity,” Dodds
said.
The Academic Affairs Committee of SGA
chooses the recipients
for SGA-funded scholarships.
Hannah Garland, Academic Affairs Committee chair of SGA, said she
is not in support of this
resolution.
“As someone who
chooses
applications,
I can say that being an
SGA member has nothing to do with whether
or not they are selected,”
Garland said.
Garland feels there are
alternative ways of making the selection process
fair.
“I would be in support
of making Academic Affairs members ineligible,” Garland said.

The resolution to adopt
an amendment to the
bylaws of SGA was not
passed.
According to Boka,
the resolution could be
modified and proposed
again.
“There’s always a chance

it could come up again,”
Boka said.
After tonight’s SGA
senate meeting, there
will be an informational
meeting for the spring
elections, as well as other election announcements.
Buy One Get
One Free
BBQ Sandwich
11am to 7pm

270-904-3353
Dine In ~ Carry Out ~ Catering
306A Old Morgantown Rd

Exp. 04/01/13

across from The Registry
Find u on Facebook at
All American BBQ Restaurant

10% off with
WKU Student ID
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

don’t be a know-it-all
Students may not be as educated on sexual assault as they think
THE ISSUE: As prevalent as sexual assault education is on college campuses
such as WKU, it remains a necessity as
long as students are apathetic about
sexual assault.
OUR STANCE: WKU offers opportunities to learn about sexual assault, and
students should attend these events to
extend their education.

W

e sigh. We roll our eyes. We may
shake our head and utter the
obligatory pity statement. Whatever
our reaction, we have let ourselves
become desensitized to posters and
fliers regarding sexual assault.
Perhaps we have some justified
reasoning behind this. We think we
know everything about sexual assault.
All the girls know not to walk down
dark alleys or drink too much alone at
a frat party. All the boys have learned
no means no.
But do we really know it all?
Part of the danger of sexual assault
is that people think they’ve learned all

there is to learn about it. Being mistaken about what sexual assault is can
make it harder to identify if you see it
happen, or if you experience it.
According to the United States Department of Justice, “Sexual assault is
any type of sexual contact or behavior
that occurs without the explicit consent of the recipient.”
This includes forced sexual intercourse, forcible sodomy, child molestation, incest, attempted rape and —
yes, this too — fondling.
None of these things has to occur in
a dark back room or a shadowy side
street. They could happen in a movie
theater on a first date. They could happen in a four-year relationship. Or in
a marital bed after the kids have gone
to sleep.
Becoming more knowledgeable
about sexual assault, what it entails
and its effects can benefit men and
women everywhere. Whether they
have witnessed it, been through it or
unknowingly instigated it, knowing
what sexual assault is can help stop it

in the future.
WKU is offering several opportunities to educate students on the subject
over the next few weeks. Take Back the
Night, Walk a Mile in Her Shoes and
“The Vagina Monologues” are a few of
the activities you can attend.

Sure, this may seem like another plug
for pointless events that makes you
roll your eyes. But maybe you don’t
know it all.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's 11-member
editoral board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Study Abroad fee not what it seems

PEOPLE
POLL

“Do you think sexual
assault is a problem
on this campus?”

“If it is, I don’t know
because I don’t hear
about it…but I’m
pretty sure it happens
everywhere.”
-Bryan Shorter, Miami
sophomore

“Not that I’ve heard
recently, but if there is a
problem with it, it’s not
very out there…It’s not
publicized. Maybe they’re
just not reported.”
-Nick Mastrian, Ft.
Campbell junior

“I don’t think so, not
that I know of. Maybe it
is. I kind of feel kind of
scared walking by PFT,
but that’s about it.”
-Taylor Hill, Bremen
sophomore

I write this response to the Herald’s article about the proposed
study abroad fee from a library
in Segovia, Spain.
As a student who made the decision to practice WKU’s slogan
of being a university with “international reach,” I originally
supported the idea.
What Cobane cited as benefits
to such a fee are things I certainly desire for my classmates
at WKU. I want them to have
accessible technology of studyabroad programs in their major,
and I certainly want more students to have this experience.
And it really is as cheap as professors claim if you find the right

program and scholarships.
So a small fee won’t matter that
much in the end if a program is
already valued in the thousands,
right?
Wrong. There’s no scholarship
for WKU’s fee. Plus, most programs (like mine — KIIS) already
require their own application
fee.
And even worse, there’s no particular reason why the targeted
audience should be the ones to
pay this.
Why are students who have
done their own research and
used their own resources to
broaden their horizons being
forced to pay to entice those who

do not wish to make that effort
currently?
To put it into perspective, a
weekend trip to Seville or Granada (premiere cities in Spain for
language immersion, culture,
architecture and history) for me
will cost $250.
So, for those of us already making the decision to expand our
horizons without extra help, this
isn’t just a fee.
It’s robbing someone from
enjoying the complete value of
their experience.
Not cool, WKU. Not cool.
- Nick Bratcher

Harper hire proves to be best choice
In April of 2003,
WKU announced a
new men’s basketball
coach, Darrin Horn. As
a sophomore at WKU, I
wrote a letter to the editor predicting that Horn
would bolt after some
success and that WKU
passed over a man who
would not bolt and was
the perfect fit for the
job. I put the majority
of the blame on former
AD Wood Selig but I also
gave President Ransdell

some blame as well.
Even though they had
a chance to rectify their
error when my prediction of Horn leaving
after success came true,
they did not. As a Hilltopper Alum, it pained
me to send my money
to another university
(Arkansas State) for my
master’s, but I could not
give a single dime to a
university that lacked
the savvy to make the
obvious basketball hire.

Coach Harper has
taken a team, not once,
but twice, to the NCAA
Tournament. That is a
remarkable feat for any
coach in his first two
seasons, but it’s made
even more remarkable
that he’s made this trip
both times as a heavy
underdog. Again, credit
goes to Coach McDonald for bringing Ray
onto the staff and former AD Ross Bjork for
giving Ray the opportu-

nity to be head coach.
It appears President
Ransdell is on board
the Coach Harper train,
or more correctly the
bandwagon.
Sorry,
President Ransdell, you
had more than one occasion to get on the
Harper train in its early
stages. We’ve departed
and left you at the station.

- Logan Walker

“I haven’t heard
anything about it or
experienced it, so I don’t
think it really is.”
-Sarah Buckley,
Louisville freshman
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
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The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For verification, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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T a k eF oAr G oBo drn ees saSka k e !
CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

HELP WANTED
Retail Sales
Retail selling experience required, must
enjoy working with customers one on one.
Working weekends required. Hourly wage plus
commissions. Email resume to
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com Call Pool &
Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the store at 1830
Wallace Court, Bowling Green, KY
Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail
clerk and outside service positions. Chemistry/
Biology experience helpful but not required.
Fun atmosphere plus bonus package. Great
summer job. Apply in person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green.
Restaurant Hiring
Restaurant hiring for wait staff hosts,
bartenders, and kitchen staff at local
country club. Previous experience required.
Apply in person Tuesday-Saturday 9am-4pm at
950 Village Way in Bowling Green, KY 42103.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Tuesday's Sudoku Solution

Across
1 Bouncing toy
5 What waiters wait for
9 Finishes making, as
a black-and-white
cookie
13 __ vera lotion
14 Length times width
15 Arm of a sea
16 *Evangelist
honored with a basilica
in Venice
18 Resell at a big profit
19 Flatter the boss for
personal gain
20 English class
assignment
22 Huck Finn's ride
25 Astrological edges
27 Pyromaniac's crime
31 Lock horns (with)
33 Figs. well above 100
in Mensa
35 Marsh grasses
36 BBC nickname,
with "the"
37 Juan's water
38 Spawned
39 Ice show site
40 "Hud" Best Actress
Patricia
41 Yours and mine
42 Dean's __
43 Inelegant laugh
44 ICU personnel
45 Campaign sticker, e.g.
46 Cold hard cash
47 Cubes in a bowl
49 Folk icon Seeger
51 Spiteful, as gossip
53 Antitheft noisemakers
58 Bracelet site
60 Cry heard today, and
a hint to the ends of the
answers to starred clues
63 Deep trepidation
64 Not hypothetical
65 "Not only that ..."
66 Mayo holders
67 Beaver-built barriers
68 Conserve energy

wkuherald.com

College Heights Herald
College Heights Herald Sports

53 days until
Graduation!

Down
1 Soak up the sun
2 Jai __
3 Superman's Lane
4 Binoculars part
5 __ Bay Rays
6 Composer Gershwin
7 Pay-__-view
8 Sushi bar cupful
9 Machu Picchu builders
10 *Trapshooter's
target
11 Snakelike swimmer
12 Longtime auto
racing sponsor
15 Newsletter edition
17 Spins in
board games, say
21 Reef explorer's
gear
p
g

@WKU_OSD: Nothing
like a bright sunny morning
to welcome students back
from spring break...oh wait.
#WKU -sent 3/18
@WKUSports: The #WKU
Hilltoppers are seeded 16th
and will open the 2013
NCAA Tournament against
Kansas in Kansas City on Friday! -sent 3/17
@MatthewTColeman: @
jimrome great interview
with #WKU head coach Ray
Harper. He‛s old school and
gets it. A winner and he is
going to make @WKUBasketball big! -sent 3/18
@LaurenBailes: Problem
of living on the hill: running
water with the flood. #SweptAway #WKUprobz

Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
Kansas at 8:50 (CT)
on Friday!

iPhone App
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@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
College Heights Herald

Tuesday's Crossword Solution

GO
TOPS!

Android App
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@Emmylou_15: Well it is
raining really hard! I am
thinking an extra day of
spring break wouldn‛t be too
bad. #wkuprobs #aintgottime
#rain #KYwx -sent 3/18

23 Seamstress's purchase
24 *Tapped maple fluid
26 Unhip type
27 Ann __, Michigan
28 "Seinfeld"
episodes, now
29 *Lightweight,
crinkled material
used for suits
30 Betting info
32 Soft-hearted
34 Thirst-inducing,
like potato chips
37 Year, on monuments
39 Vigilant
43 Aroma
45 Passé
48 Grand parties
50 Coin toss choice

52 Scotland __
54 Quite a distance
55 Actor's cameo, e.g.
56 Forest-floor plant
57 One-armed bandit
58 Descriptive wd.
59 Org. that created
American Hunter
magazine
61 Potpie veggie
62 Chrysler truck
that sounds
hard-hitting
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spring break
in panama
PHOTOS BY JABIN BOTSFORD

Spring breakers fight in a crowd of students on the beach Thursday as students from around the country congregate to party and have a good time in Panama City Beach, Fla.

A spring breaker does a keg stand Wednesday in
Panama City Beach, Fla., while other students party
nearby.
Spring breakers dance and grind on each other Tuesday on the beach in Panama City Beach, Fla.
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Franco's lackluster performance tarnishes
the otherwise stunning 'Oz' prequel film

“Spider-Man” director Sam
Raimi brings us family entertainment of grand design
with “Oz the Great and Powerful,” a prequel to Victor Fleming’s 1939 cultural milestone
“The Wizard of Oz.”
It tells the story of how the
Wizard (James Franco) comes
to find himself in the merry ol’
Land of Oz and how he saves
its people from the hands of
wicked witches Evanora (Rachel Weisz) and Theodora
(Mila Kunis).
Deep characterization of
many of Oz’s familiar faces
combines with eye-popping
visuals and other clever nods

to the original to make “Oz the
Great and Powerful” a mustsee for fans of Fleming’s film,
as well as of L. Frank Baum’s
classic stories.
I love the depth that writers
Mitchell Kapner and David
Lindsay-Abaire lend to the story’s figureheads.
Anyone who’s seen the original film might remember
when, at the end, Dorothy
discovers that the Wizard isn’t
quite the man she’s expecting.
He appears to be a man so far
out of his element that he’s not
quite sure what to do or believe.
This quality was explored in
“Oz the Great and Powerful,”
and in a way, the Wizard’s journey reminded me of Dorothy’s

during her time in Oz, which is
pretty cool. Having said that,
I think Judy Garland’s wideeyed wonder is much easier to
buy into than James Franco’s.
The depth the writers lend to
Franco’s character is tarnished
by his performance, which
lacks the life necessary to make
this movie truly memorable. It
all seems like a grand show for
Franco, who comes off as an
overacting scumbag more often than the good-hearted savior Oz has been yearning for.
This inconsistency makes his
“Wizard” very hard to root for.
Thankfully, the same can’t
be said about leading ladies
Rachel Weisz, Mila Kunis and
Michelle Williams. Weisz is
deliciously convincing as the

wicked temptress Evanora,
and Williams brings her classic
good looks and charm out to
play as Glinda.
But my favorite of the trio is
Mila Kunis as Theodora. Her
transformation at the hands of
the Wizard is truly spectacular,
and one could make the case
that she is his greatest magic
trick of all.
This is Kunis like you’ve never seen her before.
The special effects are also
wondrous to behold. The Emerald City is dazzling, and the
rest of the land is rich with
color and detail. For as overthe-top as many of the stunts
and set pieces are, not once
did the CGI appear cartoonish
or hackneyed.

Geography professor appointed
as Kentucky's State Geographer
KAELY HOLLOWAY

ography, especially geographic education, in Frankfort,” she said.
David Keeling, head of the geography and geology
department at WKU, views Gripshover’s new position
In 1984, the state’s General Assembly created the
as an honor to the department and the university.
position of State Geographer, and 29 years later, a
“It offers an opportunity to demonstrate how powWKU professor has been the first woman appointed
erful geography can be as an analytical tool,” he said.
to the position by Gov. Steve Beshear.
“Coming from the largest geoscience department in
As State Geographer, Margaret Gripshover, associthe state, Dr. Gripshover has the support of faculty
ate professor of geography at WKU, will be on call to
and students as she helps Kentucky address some imconsult government officials on geographical issues
portant issues that require a geographic perspective.”
that could arise.
Gripshover has been teaching at WKU for four years,
In the past, these issues have
but her geographical experidealt with mapping, land use,
if an issue comes
ence goes back much further.
boundaries, environmental isup, they might
Before teaching here, she
sues and issues dealing with
contact me to
taught at Marshall University
geographical education. She
weigh in on it...
and the University of Tenneswill serve this role until Jan. 1,
whether it's
see, receiving accolades for her
2014.
urban issues
achievements and success in
“If an issue comes up, they
or rural issues,
teaching college-level geogramight contact me to weigh in
there's
always
phy. She said it’s hard to find
on it,” Gripshover said. “We
a
geographic
issues that don’t relate back to
tend to think boundary issues
component
geography, making her role as
have been established a long
state geographer important.
time ago, but some of our state
—
Margaret
Gripshover
“Geographers take the physiboundaries and county boundAssociate
professor
cal environment and the huaries are streams, and water
man and put them together, so
likes to change course.”
This new position is not one that will greatly detract whether it’s urban issues or rural issues, there’s always
a geographic component,” she said.
from her position as a geography professor.
“It’s nice for there to be a State Geographer," GripHer potential travels to Frankfort are dependent
shover
said. First of all, it raises the visibility for geupon the issue, and whether she was called or wanted
ography and sends a message to the rest of the states
go.
As a board member of the Kentucky Geographic Al- saying that this is important. I’m particularly proud of
liance, she has definite issues that she and the alliance the fact that I can represent the department of geology and geography at WKU and, on a statewide basis,
support to improve state geographical education.
“I could see some opportunities for lobbying for ge- get that kind of recognition for the university.”
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Bowling Green LifeWay 270.783.8225
2625 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY 42104
In Bowling Green in the Greenwood Mall oﬀ Scottsville Road

$5

OFF YOUR PURCHASE
OF $20 OR MORE
VALID 3/194/30/13
C13171

Valid at the Bowling Green LifeWay Christian Store only. $20 pre-tax. One
coupon per customer. Coupon must be presented and relinquished at time of
purchase. Cannot be combined with any other discounts, including coupons, Savings
Cards, Bonus Bucks, and LifeWay Rewards. Available on in-stock items only. Cannot
be applied to the following: eBooks, myMedia BurnBar CDs, gift cards, church supplies
and programs, NAMB, WMU, LifeWay-branded products, Living Proof Ministries,
Bargain Buys, prior purchases, Willow Tree® products, BibleWorks software, Specialty
Imprints, textbooks, robes, pre-sell offers, and homeschool products.

WKUHERALD.com

BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s clear that Raimi’s art department gave their all to do
justice to Baum’s and Fleming’s original visions.
There’s still some fun to be
had with the astounding visuals, character development
and subtle odes to the ’39 classic, but what really ruined “Oz
the Great and Powerful” for me
was James Franco.
With another actor in the
part, perhaps this trip down
the yellow brick road could’ve
truly lived up to its “great” and
“powerful” name. It’s worth
seeing if you consider yourself
a fan of the original, but if you
could care less about making
another trip to Oz, save your
money.

@WKUHERALD

FACEBOOK.COM/WKUHERALD

A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

LUNCH

DINNER
- Domestic Beer
$1.50 with meal
(only for Dinner)

15%

off
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limited Time Only!
Daily Specials
-Moussaka
-Gyros Plate
-Spinakopita
-Fish

-Dollmados
-Salads
-Sandwiches
-Falafels

-

10% off Dinner
with Student ID
- Halal gyros available

(270) 846-1195
1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101
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Lady Tops wait for date to the dance
after Sun Belt Tournament stumble
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers’
regular season ended
in a 20-point loss to Arkansas-Little Rock in the
semifinals of the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament
in Hot Springs, Ark., last
week, but WKU may
make some postseason
noise yet.
The Lady Toppers entered the tournament
with an overall record of
20-9 and a 13-7 record
in the Sun Belt just one
year after a 9-21 season.
The addition of coach
Michelle Clark-Heard in
the offseason seemed
to be the difference, and
she said she is proud of
the strides her team has
taken in the past year.
“The growth of these
players is incredible,”
Heard said after the loss.
“That’s why today is bittersweet because of all
the hard work and everything they’ve put in. Every day, day-in and dayout, buying into what I
and my coaches talked
with them about and just
laying it all on the line.”
WKU was the No. 3 seed
in the tournament and
received a first-round
bye. It’s first match-up
was against LouisianaLafayette, which had
not won a game in the
conference tournament
since 2007 before defeating North Texas in double-overtime in the first
round of the tournament
this year.
ULL started the game
off hot, starting 8-for-13
from the field with five of
those eight baskets were
three-pointers.
“We just knew we had
to weather the storm,”

junior guard Chaney
Means said. “It’s a game
of runs and coach just
kept telling us that they
were going to have a run
and it’ll be our turn next.
We just believed in each
other and stayed together as a team like we’ve
been doing all year.”
The Lady Toppers had
to overcome a 12-point
deficit and rely on freethrow shooting in the
end to win the game. The
game was tied with two
minutes left before junior guard Bianca McGee
scored off a layup to give
WKU the lead.
McGee scored the last
10 points for the team, including eight straight free
throws, earning WKU the
win 61-57.
UALR entered the tournament as the back-toback defending champions of the tournament
and riding a 12-game
winning streak — the
Lady Trojans’ last loss
came Jan. 19 against
UALR who actually lost
both games to WKU in
the regular season.
The Lady Trojans were
able to go on a 24-4 run in
the first half and compile
a 17-point lead on WKU.
At halftime, the Lady
Toppers found themselves down by 12.
“We weren’t boxing out
on the defensive boards,”
sophomore guard Alexis
Govan said. “We gave
them a lot of second
chance points, and that’s
really where they killed
us in the first half.”
UALR started the second half on a 15-0 run
and put it on cruise control the rest of the half,
not allowing WKU to
come within 20 points. In
the end, the Lady Trojans

Sophomore guard Alexis Govan reacts after losing a ball out of bounds during WKU's Sun Belt Conference
Tournament semifinal loss to University of Arkansas-Little Rock. IAN MAULE/HERALD
won 74-54 to advance
to the finals, where they
lost to Middle Tennessee
State.
Govan was named to
the All-SBC Tournament
team for her efforts in the
two games WKU played,
scoring 15 against ULL
and 29 against UALR. Govan also tallied her 600th
point on the season in
the loss to UALR.
The Lady Toppers are
now awaiting a bid to
play in the Women’s National Invitation Tournament, something Heard
said she feels is going to
happen.
The WNIT bracket
was announced Monday night after the Herald’s press deadline. Visit
wkuherald.com to find
out WKU’s postseason
destination.
“If we’re not in that

Junior guard Bianca McGee grabs a rebound over Louisiana-Lafayette senior guard
Brandi Schambough in the second half of their Sunbelt Conference tournament
quarterfinal game in Hot Springs, Ark. JAKE POPE/HERALD
next 62 (after the NCAA
tournament teams are
selected), I don’t know
how we couldn’t have
proven that,” Heard said.

“But you look at our track
record and the things we
have done, hopefully the
selection committee will
give us an invite.

“In my eyes and what
I’m telling the players is
we’re going to the postseason. That’s what I believe.”

Did WKU make the WNIT?
The WNIT bracket was released Monday
after the Herald's press deadline. Visit
wkuherald.com/sports for an update.
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Freshman center Aleksejs Rostov hugs teammate sophomore guard Kevin Kaspar while the rest of their team celebrates their win over Florida International in the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament Championship. IAN MAULE/HERALD

B AC K O N

TOP
LUCAS AULBACH

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

A

ll season, Ray Harper warned people that
once the Toppers got healthy, they would
be a tough out in the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament.
As it turns out, he was right. WKU won four games
in four days to win its second consecutive Sun Belt
crown and second under coach Harper.
The Toppers aren’t finished yet, though — the
conference title win earned them a berth in the
NCAA Tournament. No. 16 seed WKU will face No. 1
seed Kansas in the first round Friday in Kansas City,
with the winner of that facing the winner between
North Carolina and Villanova.
Junior guard Brandon Harris said WKU is ready to
move on to the big dance.
“The job ain’t over yet. We’ve still got to go to the
NCAA Tournament and try to penetrate there,”
Harris said. “This was like the semi-formal, now
we’re on our way to the prom, baby. Now, we’re on
our way to the prom.”
The future didn’t always seem so bright for the
Toppers.
As recent as Feb. 20, WKU (20-15) sat at 13-14 with
fourr regular-season games to go.
It was less than a month ago, but that seems like
years
rs ago now. The Toppers proceeded to go 3-1 in
their
ir last four games before running the table in the
conference
nference tournament.
arper said the way his team played through the
Harper
d times — which were brought on by
hard
injuries
uries to senior guard Jamal Crook,
ior guard Caden Dickerson,
junior
homore guard T.J. Price and
sophomore
homore guard Kevin Kassophomore
par — helped WKU during its tournament
run..
We had some
“We
guyss playing major
nutes that we had
minutes
not planned on playing
or minutes,” he said.
major
he one thing they did was
“The
y continued to listen, they
they
ntinued to allow us to coach
continued
m, and once we got guys
them,
k, everyone thought,
back,

‘Well, they’re going to be fine,’ but it’s not that easy.
It takes some practices and timing, and you could
slowly see it coming back.”
The road to the conference title was not an easy
one.
WKU, the No. 6 seed, earned its only blowout win
of the weekend Friday against No. 11 seed Louisiana-Monroe in a 74-60 win.
The Toppers overcame No. 3 seed South Alabama
and SBC Player of the Year, Augustine Rubit, the
next night 62-59. Trailing 59-58 with 18 seconds to
go, Crook and Harris recorded two crucial steals in
the closing moments to help WKU move on.
The Toppers beat No. 2 seed Arkansas State, a
team that beat WKU twice in the regular season, 5856 Sunday night. Price was the hero against the Red
Wolves — he dropped 24 points on ASU and had a
steal and lay-up with 19 seconds left to give WKU
the lead for good.
No. 4 seed Florida-International, fresh off of a
surprise win over No. 1 seed Middle Tennessee
the night before, awaited the Toppers in the finals. WKU rode sophomore forward George Fant,
who finished with 17 points, 13 rebounds and four
blocks, to the Sun Belt title win.
Harper said that once they got healthier as a team, the Toppers were b
built
to win four games in four days.
“If you watched four conse
consecutive days of our practices, you
would understand why they can
probably get through four days
day of
games,” he said after the FIU win
win.
Price was named the SBC
Tournament’s Most Outsta
Outstanding Player after averaging
averagin 18
points and 4.25 rebou
rebounds
per game.
He said the Toppers ar
aren’t
planning on coming ho
home
after the first weekend like
last season.
“This year is going to be
“W
different,” Price said. “We’re
not just going to be glad because we made the tour
tournament. This year we’re go
going
to the tournament and plann
planning
on winning a couple of games and
getting as deep as we possibly can.”

2
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road to the top

GAME 3 VS. ARKANSAS STATE, MARCH 10

GAME 2 VS. SOUTH ALABAMA, MARCH 9

GAME 1 VS. ULM, MARCH 8

STORIES BY LUCAS AULBACH

Number 6 seed WKU kicked off the tournament
against Louisiana-Monroe, the lowest-seeded
team in the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
The Toppers, who beat ULM twice in the regular season, took care of the Warhawks on opening
night, cruising to a Friday night 74-60 win.
Sophomore guard T.J. Price and sophomore forward George Fant owned the game in a sign of
things to come. Price finished with a game-high 18
points while Fant scored 12 on six-of-six shooting
from the field.
Junior guard Caden Dickerson also played a big
role in the win. Dickerson, who averaged 1.9 points
per game coming into the tournament, finished
with nine points on three-of-four shooting from
3-point range.
Outside shooting was key for WKU — the Toppers connected on 11 of 22 shots from outside the
three-point arc in their first-round game.

Junior guard Caden Dickerson passes around a Lousiana-Monroe defender during the second half
of their Sun Belt Conference tournament game in Hot Springs, Ark. IAN MAULE/HERALD

Sophomore forward George Fant attempts a shot over South Alabama junior forward Augustine
Rubit during the quarterfinal of the Sun Belt Conference Tournament. IAN MAULE/HERALD

Summit Arena was packed with WKU and Arkansas State
fans Sunday night as the Toppers beat the Red Wolves 5856 to earn a spot in the championship game.
Sunday’s game also came down to late heroics.
With WKU trailing 56-53, senior guard Jamal Crook
scored his only bucket of the night with less than a minute
to go to cut the ASU lead to one.
A steal and layup by Price with 22 seconds to go gave
WKU the lead.
Crook hit a free throw after ASU couldn’t score on the
ensuing possession to bring the final score to 58-56.
While Crook (three points, one assist) and Fant (five
points, three rebounds, zero-of-six from the field) suffered
through off-nights, Price and Harris picked up the slack.
Price finished with 24 points and seven rebounds, while
Harris had 11 points and an additional seven boards. They
combined for 35 points while the rest of the team scored
a total of 23.

The second game of
the weekend was a much
closer affair than the first,
with WKU scoring a lastminute 63-59 win over No.
3 seed South Alabama.
The outlook was bleak
for the Toppers coming
down the stretch. WKU
trailed 59-58 with 20 seconds to go before senior
guard Jamal Crook recorded a steal from USA guard
Barrington Stevens III and
scored what would be the
game-winning layup.
Junior guard Brandon
Harris stole the ball from

USA forward and Sun
Belt Player of the Year Augustine Rubit on the next
possession to give the ball
back to WKU. Price was
fouled on the next play
and hit two clinching free
throws.
WKU sealed the win on
defense as two 3-point
shots from Stevens and
Rubit in the closing seconds were off the mark.
Fant and Price were
again the difference
— Price had 22 points
while Fant finished with 18
points and nine rebounds.

Coach Ray Harper talks with junior guard Brandon Harris about mistakes of the previous play
in the second half of their Sun Belt Conference game. JAKE POPE/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

GAME 4 VS. FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL, MARCH 11
A game between the No. 4
seed and No. 6 seed wasn’t one
most people predicted — Monday’s Sun Belt Championship
was a battle between two underdogs.
Fourth-seeded Florida International earned a spot in the title game by beating No. 1 seed
Middle Tennessee State the
night before.
The Golden Panthers, in their
first season under coach Richard Pitino, were 18-13 coming
into the game after going 8-22
the season before and were
playing for their first NCAA
Tournament berth since 1995.
FIU relied on a late run to make
the final deficit two points. WKU
led for the entire second half
and were able to seal the win
with two free throws by Crook
with 24 seconds to go.
After a no-show performance
the night before, Fant was the
dominant force in the game
Monday. He finished with 17
points, 13 rebounds and four
blocks in 37 minutes of play.
Crook also had his best night

President Gary Ransdell and assistant men's basketball coach David Boyden celebrate WKU's victory of Florida International in the
Sun Belt Conference Tournament Championship game to clinch a spot in the NCAA Tournament. IAN MAULE/HERALD

of the weekend, dropping 17
points on FIU and recording
three steals. Harris had a standout performance as well, with 12
points and six rebounds on fourof-seven 3-point shooting.
Shutdown defense also

helped propel WKU to its fourth
win in four days. The Toppers
held FIU to a 38.7-percent
shooting percentage, including
25.9 percent from beyond the
3-point arc.
Three WKU players earned

tournament honors for their
performances over the four
days — Harris and Fant were
each named to the all-SBC Tournament team while Price was
named the SBC Tournament’s
Most Outstanding Player.
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WKU’s 2012-13 run seems oddly familiar
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU fans watching this
season’s Sun Belt Conference
Tournament at home can be
forgiven for changing the channel — they may have thought
they were watching a repeat of
last year’s tournament.
The Toppers ripped off four
wins in four days to run the
table at the Sun Belt Tournament. Sounds familiar, right?
That’s because it’s happened
before. Just last season, WKU
came in to the conference
tournament a No. 7 seed before beating four conference
opponents to earn spot in the
NCAA Tournament.
The biggest difference between that year and this one?
This season, the Toppers came
into the tournament as the No.
6 seed.
Senior guard Jamal Crook
counted another similarity
to last season: the amount of
people who wrote the Toppers
off from the beginning.
“They counted us out last
year, and they definitely counted us out this year and we did
it,” he said. “We’re champs
— again.”
It seems like there’s something about Hot Springs, Ark.,
that brings out the best in

coach Ray Harper and the Toppers.
WKU has an 8-0 record in
SBC Tournament games during two runs under Harper.
The coach said it was mental strength, not some unseen
advantage at the neutral court,
that has helped the Toppers
through their two recent conference titles.
“It’s a mindset, it’s mental
toughness — are you mentally
tough enough to play through
a little fatigue?” he said after
the title win. “Both teams were
a little fatigued tonight from
the games, but I think it’s more
mental than anything.”
One difference that sticks out
between the two SBC Tournament runs is scoring differentials.
The Toppers relied on defense, not offense, to get them
through the tournament this
season, averaging 64.8 points
per game while holding opponents to an average of 59.5
per game. Last season, WKU
averaged 69 points per game
— never scoring less than 67
over the course of the four
games — and held the competition to 64.8 points.
Junior guard Brandon Harris, a transfer from Otero Junior
College in Colorado, wasn’t
around for last season’s run

Senior guard Jamal Crook pulls on his shorts while being interviewed after WKU defeated Florida
International to win the Sun Belt Conference Tournament IAN MAULE/HERALD
but played a big role this time
around. He was named to the
all-SBC Tournament team and
averaged 8.5 points per game
while shooting 45.5 percent
from beyond the 3-point arc.
Harris said his teammates
never told him what the feeling of winning the conference
tournament felt like.
“They never told me about it
at all,” he said. “They just told

me, ‘Brandon, go out here, and
you’ll know what it feels like.
Go out here and play hard and
you’ll know what it feels like.’
And they were right. I know
what it feels like now.”
Like last season, WKU will
enter the tournament as a No.
16 seed. Last season WKU lost
to No. 1 seed Kentucky as the
Wildcats rolled their way to an
NCAA Tournament title win.

The Toppers will kick off the
tournament with a date with
No. 1 seed Kansas Friday at 9
p.m. in Kansas City.
President Gary Ransdell said,
like last year, WKU is back
where it belongs in March — in
the NCAA Tournament.
“It’s part of our DNA, part of
our history. It’s where we belong — in the postseason,”
Ransdell said.

STATS: REGULAR SEASON/TOURNAMENT

PLAYER

PPG

RPG

Field Goal %

T.J. Price
G. Fant
J. Crook
B. Harris

14.9/18
12.8/13
12.7/9.0
8.3/8.5

4.4/4.25
6.7/7.5
3.2/2
5.8/4.75

.394/.438
.476/.555
.487/.480
.330/.440

TEAM STATS: REGULAR SEASON/TOURNAMENT

Regular season

16-15
67.5
66.5
36.7
32.7
.427
.316
6.06

Post season

Record
Points per game

Opponent PPG
Rebounds/game
Opponent RPG
Field goal %
3 point %
Steals/game

4-0
64.8
59.5
29.8
31.3
.462
.400
6.5
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Toppers face tall task in Jayhawks

Sophomore forward Stephon Drane and junior guard Brandon Harris peek from behind a curtain as they wait
to be announced at the NCAA selection show at Diddle Arena on Sunday. ADAM WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD

LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The road doesn’t get any easier for WKU after winning the
Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
After winning four games
in four days to earn an NCAA
Tournament berth, the Toppers are set to take on No. 1
seed Kansas Friday in the first
round in Kansas City.

It won’t be easy for No. 16
seed WKU — a 16-seed has
never beaten a top-seeded opponent in NCAA Tournament
history.
“We know what kind of
challenge it’ll be,” coach Ray
Harper said Sunday after the
draw was announced. “There’s
never been a 16 to beat a 1, so
let’s go play.”
Kansas also has the advantage of proximity. Bowling
Green is over 500 miles from

Kansas City; Lawrence, Kan.,
the home of the Jayhawks, is
about 50 miles from the site of
the tournament.
Kansas, which splits most
minutes between seven or
eight players, might not be as
deep as the Toppers, but what
the Jayhawks lack in depth
they make up for in talent.
Kansas has the potential No.
1 pick in the upcoming NBA
draft in freshman guard Ben
McLemore and another po-

tential first-round pick in senior center Jeff Withey, considered one of the top centers in
the NCAA.
Withey averages 13.6 points
and 8.4 rebounds per game
and McLemore averages 16.4
points and 5.3 rebounds while
shooting .437 percent from
three-point range.
Harper said Kansas is solid
even beyond its top two options, though.
“They’re just a very talented
team,” he said. “I think they try
and play about seven or eight
guys, but we know what kind
of challenge it’ll be.”
Senior guard Elijah Johnson
is another Jayhawk the Toppers will keep an eye on. Johnson runs the point for Kansas
and averages 10.1 points, three
rebounds and 4.8 assists per
game.
He is also a native of Las Vegas, the city where WKU senior guard Jamal Crook played
during his senior year of high
school.
Crook said his days playing Johnson back on the AAU
basketball circuit will give him
some added motivation.
“I owe him,” Crook said. “I
played him my first game I
played in, my debut in my senior year, and they beat us so
I’m going to remember that
game in the back of my head
as we go down there and take
this ride.”
The Jayhawks, who opened

as a 20-point favorite over
WKU, have one of the top
coaches in the NCAA at the
helm as well.
Bill Self, in his 10th season as
Kansas’ coach, has compiled
a 298-58 record in his time
coaching the Jayhawks, with
two NCAA title appearances
and one NCAA Championship
in 2008.
Self told Kansas media after
the selection show he hasn’t
seen WKU play a full game this
season.
But he said he watched some
of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament Championship
and became familiar with
Harper while the WKU coach
worked for Oklahoma City.
“They're obviously capable,
and they’re on a little bit of a
run right now by winning their
tournament like a lot of teams
are this time of year,” Self said
about the Toppers.
WKU will take the court to
face Kansas Friday at 9 p.m.
at the Sprint Center in Kansas
City. The game will be televised
on TNT.
Harper said he’s looking forward to his team taking the
court against one of the nation’s best.
“Great program, great team
— Bill Self does as good of a
job as anyone in the country,”
he said. “So, big challenge, but
like I said earlier, I know our
guys will go compete.”

Follow

@wkuheraldsports
For more WKU
basketball
tournament
coverage
and live
tweeting
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UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Toppers (once again) have nothing to lose
BRAD STEPHENS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The people that showed up
to Diddle Arena Sunday for the
Selection Show watch party
knew what to expect.
The three rows of WKU players and assistants and coach
Ray Harper knew what to expect, too.
A four-games-in-four-days
run through Hot Springs, Ark.,
last week earned the Toppers
their second straight Sun Belt
Conference Tournament title
and 23rd NCAA Tournament
berth.
WKU, for the fourth time
in six years and for the second time in as many years,
stamped a spot in the Big
Dance.
But a 20-15 record and a
No. 150 RPI ensured that spot
would be opposite a big, bad

bully in the Second (formerly 7-footer capable of turning the
First) Round. And college bas- paint into a Dikembe Mutomketball bullies don’t get much bo Geico commercial.
bigger or badder
And then they must
than the Kansas Jaycontain role players
hawks.
like Travis Releford
The South No. 16
and Perry Ellis, who’d
seed Toppers and No.
star for 90 percent of
1 seed Jayhawks will
the nation’s teams.
meet at 9 p.m. Friday
“It’s an extremely
at the Sprint Center
talented
group,”
in Kansas City.
Harper said, “and
WKU must do so
a group capable of
in KU’s backyard, in
winning the national
a building that was BRAD STEPHENS championship.”
Rocking and ChalkDoes any of this
Columnist
ing just last weekend
(OK, all of this) sound
when the Jayhawks won the familiar? It should.
Big 12 Tournament there.
One year ago this same week,
The Toppers must defend – after WKU beat Mississippi
and keep from getting defend- Valley State in a First Round
ed by – this year’s likely No. 1 “play-in” game.
NBA Draft pick, super-frosh
The Toppers, who struggled
Ben McLemore.
the entire regular season but
They must avoid reach of clicked in time to pull off an
shot blocker Jeff Withey, a upset-filled Sun Belt Tourney

title run, earned the prize of
playing No. 1 seed Kentucky.
They had to do so at the
KFC Yum! Center in Louisville
in the middle of a building
that was really loud and overwhelmingly blue.
The Toppers were basically
playing with house money at
that point. They’d impressed
everyone just by getting there.
Pulling the improbable win?
That just would’ve been a bonus. WKU embraced the road
underdog role, played as well
as it really could have, and still
fell to the eventual national
champion Wildcats.
The 2012-13 Jayhawks aren’t
the juggernaut that was 201112 Kentucky, but the circumstances will be the same.
No one is expecting WKU to
win, and there’s probably a remote chance it actually will.
But isn't that what makes

March fun?
The Toppers aren’t the team
dealing with Final Four-orbust pressure — that’s Kansas. If Kansas loses, it’s a catastrophic meltdown that’ll
haunt the fan base for years.
As for WKU?
“It’s one of those deals where
you’re extremely excited that
you’re still playing and we’ll go
play,” Harper said. “We’ll see
what happens.”
The Toppers have nothing to
lose at this point.
A team that had about three
healthy guards in late December and was 13-14 at one point
is back in the NCAA Tournament. Expectations outside
the program are low, but potential rewards inside are high.
WKU has earned itself a trip
back to the Big Dance. Now
let’s see how long Big Red and
the boys stick around.
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